In the old General Hospital at Helsingfors only a few wards were allotted to surgical cases ; and this accommodation eventually proved to be altogether inadequate to meet the growing demands for space and up-to-date sanitary arrangements. The present hospital was therefore built and opened by Government in November, 1888 . In its construction the State grudged neither money nor land, the site being an ideal one for such an institution. It stands in its own grounds, at the top of a high hill, or rather rock of solid granite, within a short distance of the sea, of which a lovely view is had from the south pavilion, the numberless small islands dotted along the coast, with the lighthouse in the distance, forming an enchanting panorama. Built on the pavilion system, the buildings consist of (1) main block, (2) administrative block, comprising kitchen and housekeeping department and various offices, (3) isolation block, and (4) engine-house. The The staff consists of senior surgeon, resident assistant surgeon, three house surgeons, and four dressers.
